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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 5385 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, ETRN, AS 

SUBJECT: OMEGA AUSTRALIA 

REF: A) CANBERRA 5069 (DTG 190756Z JUL 77) 

B) STATE 174962 (DTG 26221 IZ JUL77) 

LEN JACOBE, OE THE AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT, HAS 
CONFIRMED TO THE EMBASSY THAT THE GOA LAST WEEKEND EOGMALLY 
TOOK OUT AN OPTION IN THE STATE OE VICTORIA EOR THE SITE 
OE THE OMEGA TRANSMITTER TO BE BUILT IN AUSTRALIA. THE 
GOA WILL BE ISSUING THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
WITHIN THE NEXT DAY OR SO. GOW MINISTER OE TRANSPORT 
PETER NIXON ANNOUNCED THAT TECHNICAL TESTS, SUCH AS SOIL 
SUITABILITY, WILL BEGIN IMMEDIATELY AND PURCHSE OE THE 
LAND WOULD NOT BE COMPLETED UNTIL SUCH TESTS PROVE 
SATISFACTORY. THE PUBLIC WILL HAVE 28 DAYS TO COM- 
MENT EOLLOWING PUBLICATION OP THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENT. THE GOA THUS IS MORE OR LESS ON THE SCHEDULE 
PROMISED IN REPTELS. EMBASSY WILL OBTAIN A COPY OP THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CANBER 05385 011028Z 

EIS AND POUCH TO WASHINGTON AS SOON AS AVAILABLE. 

ALSTON 
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